
Page 24, TCI Singing Wires Bonus Pages, February 2024

Comments from Our Readers

Jan Verhelst wrote: Some feedback 
on last month’s article “�e Curi-
ous Case of the 103-Year-Old Car 
Phone.”

�is “car phone” system, which 
used two rods, reminds me of a 
1920s ATEA catalogue that con-
tained an item, written in French, 
titled “Postes Téléphoniques: Appel 
magnétique et batterie locale” that 
provided phones and accessories for 

use in tropical countries such as the 
Congo, a Belgian colony in Africa.

One had a system in the brousse 
with two bamboo canes into which 
a wire was braided. �ese were used 
as a “mobile phone” on the road.

We assume it was used to test aeri-
al lines between two cities.

Another possible use could be that 
it was used in case of emergency, i.e., 
a car broke down in the middle of 

nowhere, and one needed assistance.
I described this in my �rst book 

on ATEA.
So the “technique” to connect a 

car phone to aerial lines with two 
rods in the 1920s is not fantasy; it 
was really used. I did not double- 
check this in one of Ericsson’s cat-
alogs. See this month’s Bonus Pages 
for full catalog page.
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Fig. 1 - Illustration: Bundle of Bamboo, from the 1920s ATEA Catalog



Page 25, TCI Singing Wires Bonus Pages, February 2024

1920s ATEA Catalog Cover
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1920s ATEA Catalog Page Showing Bundle of Bamboo


